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Wednesday 24h April    

Summer Lightening             
Premiership  

Grade 6  
 

Thursday 25th April    
ANZAC Day –Public Holiday 

 
Monday 29th April    

Senior (3-6) House Cross   
Country 

 
Tuesday 30th April   

Prep 2025 Parent InformaƟon 
Evening @5:30  

 
Thursday 2nd May   

Junior (P-2) House Cross    
Country 

 
Friday 3rd May   

Year 3 Mock Orchards          
Excursion 

 
Monday 6th May   
Curriculum Day  

 
Tuesday 7th May   

Prep Tour @9:30am bookings   
essenƟal 

 
Friday 10th May   

Mother’s Day Stall  
 

Wednesday 29th– 31st May   
Camp Manyung—Grade 4  

 
AGM 

Tuesday April 23rd  
 

Tuesday May 21st  

Tuesday June 18th  

 

Dear families and friends, 

Welcome to Term 2 at Red Hill Consolidated School. I trust that everyone managed to find some 
valuable extra Ɵme to spend with your liƩle people over the holidays. It’s always exciƟng to visit 
classrooms during the first week of term to hear from our students about their holiday adventures. 
All students I spoke with were very happy to be back at school with their friends and as always at 
RHCS, classes were seƩled and ready to learn!   

As you can see by the important dates, we have an acƟon packed Term 2 ahead. In addiƟon to 
these incredible events, our teams have planned very rich Learning ExploraƟons and we conƟnue 
our focus on improving wriƟng by using our writers notebooks this term. We were wasƟng no Ɵme 
at all by jumping straight into the much-anƟcipated Colour Run today! Please make sure our      
important dates make their way to your calendars and diaries.  

 

Colour Run 

By the Ɵme this newsleƩer goes to print our Colour Run will   
hopefully be a very fond memory for our students, staff and      
parents. I know it will be an incredible experience. I would like to 
thank all students and families who took part in this event,        
especially those who raised funds for our school. All proceeds from 
this fundraiser will go towards resurfacing the gymnasium floor. 
Can I also please acknowledge and thank Mr Merhtens and his 
team of parent helpers for organising this event behind the 
scenes. The next fundraising event on the calendar is the Mother’s 
Day Stall on Friday the 10th of May.   

 

2025 Prep Enrolments 

If you have a child beginning prep in 2025, we are now accepƟng enrolments. Enrolment forms can 
be collected from the office or alternaƟvely call our admin angels to arrange forms to be sent to 
you. We do require birth cerƟficates and immunisaƟon records to be submiƩed along with the  
enrolment paperwork. It makes planning so much easier for us if we receive sibling enrolments as 
soon as possible. Enrolment forms must be received no later than Friday the 26th of July.   

If you have friends or family considering RHCS for their 2025 prep child, we would appreciate it if 
you would share the aƩached flyer with the dates and Ɵmes for our upcoming informaƟon night 
and tours.  
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School Access 

If you’ve driven past our school gates on Arthurs Seat 
Road, you may have noƟced the new signage at the 
entry and exit points of our staff car park. Our staff car 
park is restricted for staff parking and buses, and is   
unsafe for pedestrian access. Parents may use the    
visitor parking during the day for late arrivals, early  
departures or short visits to the office. Pedestrians are 
encouraged to use the gate near the Grade 5           
classrooms if accessing the school from the Northern 
side. I’d also like to remind parents and carers that the 
gymnasium driveway is only accessible to our families 
using TheirCare outside of school hours.     

Bus Changes 

The beginning of term can someƟmes mean some changes to your child’s 
aŌerschool commitments. This may mean permanent changes to your 
child’s bus travel schedule. If this is the case, please let our office staff 
know as soon as possible so that our bus services can run on Ɵme. Please 
do your best to make day to day changes to this schedule. Thank you for 
your support.    

That’s it for this ediƟon. I hope your children have enjoyed their first 
week of Term 2.    

Gus WeƩenhall—Principal  
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                                                               CLE UPDATE 

Spelling @ RHCS 

 
In line with our Contemporary Learning Experience at Red Hill Consolidated School, we implement an 
inquiry-based spelling approach where students are exposed to a range of strategies as well as explicitly 
taught skills when developing their knowledge and understanding of the English language.  
 

Learners parƟcipate in engaging invesƟgaƟons and explore various spelling paƩerns. They learn strategies to successfully apply 
spelling choices when wriƟng and encoding newly encountered words. We recognise the importance of a strong phonics          
foundaƟon, with the junior school heavily engrossed in regular phonics instrucƟon. Across the school, students conƟnue learning 
and playing with words, developing their ability to spell with accuracy. As students become more confident with the various     
graphemes (the leƩer or combinaƟon of leƩers that represents a phoneme), and begin exploring exciƟng new vocabulary, teachers 
introduce other spelling capabiliƟes to build our learners word consciousness and understanding of language. The four spelling   
capabiliƟes students are exposed to include:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
To further develop learners spelling skill set, teachers embed research-based strategies that uƟlise a range of tools to create             
a posiƟve classroom culture and promote confidence when encoding. Some examples include, THRASS charts, co-constructed     
anchor charts and expertly chosen mentor texts. We want students to noƟce paƩerns and make connecƟons between words,   
building their knowledge through collaboraƟon and curiosity. Lesson sequences are created and adapted to suit the needs of the 
current learners providing a meaningful, student centred classroom for spelling success. 
                                                            

           

`          Joanne Barnes 
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Hello Parents / Carers, 
 
 
 
I hope you all had the opportunity to enjoy 
some quality family Ɵme during the recent  
Easter holidays. It's always a special Ɵme to 
bond with loved ones and create lasƟng     
memories. Speaking of which, my own holiday 
was filled with joy as my family, friends, and our 
adorable new puppy Frank embarked on a 
memorable trip to Robe, in South Australia.  
 

 
As we step into Term 2, I am eagerly anƟcipaƟng the array of exciƟng acƟviƟes and learning opportuniƟes that await us. The       
prospect of diving into new topics, exploring fresh ideas, and parƟcipaƟng in engaging extracurricular acƟviƟes fills me with         
enthusiasm. Whether it's delving into the wonders of science, unravelling the mysteries of history, or expressing creaƟvity through 
art and music, there's something for everyone to look forward to. Furthermore, I am excited about the upcoming events and       
iniƟaƟves that will enrich our school experience. From sports compeƟƟons to cultural celebraƟons, there will be plenty of chances 
for us to come together as a community and celebrate our diverse talents and interests. 
 
I encourage all of us to approach Term 2 with an open mind and a willingness to embrace new challenges. Let's make the most of 
the opportuniƟes that come our way, support each other in our endeavours, and create a posiƟve and vibrant learning environment 
for everyone. 
 
Here's to a fantasƟc Term 2 filled with growth, discovery, and memorable moments. Let's make it one to remember! 
 
AuƟsm Acceptance Month (AAM) 
 

April is AuƟsm Acceptance Month (AAM) and a great opportunity 
to celebrate our auƟsƟc students, learn more about how we can       
support and include them, and help foster understanding and       
acceptance of auƟsm among all students. You can click on the 
links throughout this arƟcle for some wonderful resources and                  
informaƟon.  
 
AAM is an offshoot of the United NaƟons’ sancƟoned             
World AuƟsm Awareness Day on Tuesday 2 April 2024. The day 
begins a month of global events to celebrate auƟsƟc people. Our 
school is commiƩed to understanding, including and celebraƟng 
our auƟsƟc students and values the contribuƟon they and their 
families make to our school. 

 
To celebrate AAM, we would like to share some resources that support auƟsƟc students and their families. Anything underlined is a 
link to website resources. 
 
The Department of EducaƟon has worked with organisaƟons for auƟsƟc people and lead researchers in auƟsm to develop new   
resources for schools to help us beƩer understand, support and celebrate the strengths of auƟsƟc students. I hope you find them 
useful and insighƞul.  
 
á AllPlay Learn Inclusive School CommuniƟes: Monash University’s AllPlay Learn team has developed evidence-based guidance and 
resources on how to create inclusive school communiƟes where everyone feels welcome and supported. It includes videos on     
engaging with other parents, using inclusive language and student resources you can share with your child or children.  
 
á Amaze has produced videos and Ɵp sheets for parents on how to include families of auƟsƟc children.  
 
á The Art of Learning video. 
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More support for auƟsƟc students:  
 
The department has established the Diverse Learners Hub to help meet the needs of diverse learners, including auƟsƟc students. It 
is key iniƟaƟve of Disability Inclusion and flagship of the AuƟsm EducaƟon Strategy. 
 
The hub provides evidence-based advice, informaƟon and resources on best-pracƟce inclusive teaching for auƟsƟc students. 

 

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact me for further informaƟon or seek medical or         
professional help. 
 
In a world where you can be anything, be kind. 
Sascha Wardlaw 

Assistant Principal  
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🐴 Interschool Victoria State Championships 🐴 

Over the 5 days of the school holidays Bella represented RHCS at the Interschool Victoria State Championships at Werribee Park 
NaƟonal Equestrian Centre. There were over 450 compeƟtors and 500+ horses at the compeƟƟon. You may have seen the weather 
presentaƟons on the Today show at the event.  

Bella and her horse, Elliot, competed in 4 different events, with fantasƟc results in each. 

SporƟng Horse 

- 3rd place Barrel Race 

Dressage 

- 12th place in her first test 

- 10th place in her second test 

- 11th place overall in the Championship 

Combined Training 

- 9th place 

Show Jumping 

- 1st place in the Jump Off 

- 2nd place on the 2-Phase 

- 17th place in the speed round 

- 6th place overall in the Show Jumping Championship 

These amazing results placed Bella in 11th place for the Primary Championship over the event. CongratulaƟons Bella! We are so 
proud of you! 
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