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Dates to Note 
 

 

Melbourne Cup Day 
2nd November 

 

Prep 2022 Virtual  

Information Evening 
3rd November 

 

Proposed Altered 
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School Council 

Dates 
 

Tuesday, 16th November 

 

Tuesday, 14th December 
 

Term Dates  
 

Term 4 
4th October – 17th December 

From the Principal 

Dear families and friends, 

I hope you and your children enjoyed the break from Remote and Flexible Learning over the school 

holidays and managed to spend some time away from screens. Now that our radius has been extended 

to 15km, I am sure that many of you explored a little further from home. The big announcement over 

the break was that students will be returning to school this term. I’m sure that you were all as thrilled 

as I was to hear this news. An email was sent to all families with the dates and details of this staggered 

return, but just in case you missed it here they are: 
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The latest Department of Education and Training Operations Guide has been distributed to all Victorian government schools, outlining all 

restrictions and safety measures in place. This document is constantly changing to reflect the latest health advice. Unfortunately, at this 

point in time all camps and excursions cannot proceed, nor can our swimming program. We are hopeful that this advice changes as we 

progress through the term. Sadly, this means our Grade 3 and 5 students will miss out on camp this year. 

We must also continue to limit access to school to essential services only and face masks are mandatory for all visitors on school grounds. 

This means that parents cannot enter classrooms or hallways for any reason. If you must enter our administration area please call in 

advance and check in before entering.     

More information will be sent home to all families prior to the return of students with arrangements for drop off and pick up as well as all 

health and safety measures that will be in place. All arrangements and measures will be in accordance with the Department of Education’s 

Operations Guide.  

As you would know, we did have a student free day planned for Monday the 1st of November. We have made the decision to reschedule 

this day until Friday the 17th of December, which is the final day of school for 2021. This change was made to allow for an uninterrupted 

staggered return of students. Please ensure you change this date on your calendars at home.    

We are beginning to make initial plans and preparations for 2022. We are now taking formal requests to assist us develop class lists for 

next year. If you have a friendship request or if there is something specific you believe we should know, please submit your request in 

writing to the school email account (red.hill.cs@education.vic.gov.au) by Friday the 22nd of October. No requests will be accepted after 

this date. We ask that parents do not request certain teachers, as in many cases teachers move year levels from year to year. Instead, 

please describe the attributes in a teacher that would benefit your child. Please rest assured that our staff work tirelessly on these lists to 

ensure your child’s academic and social needs are met. Please also call the office as soon as possible if your child/ren will not be attending 

RHCS next year. 

 

Speaking of next year, information will be sent to you next week via the Compass Portal 
on how to purchase Educational Items to Own (formerly known as book packs) and how 

to make Curriculum Contributions towards items that are used by your children, like 
Mathletics, Reading Eggs and a variety of other tools that are used to support our 

students in accessing the curriculum.    
 

As you would know, we rely heavily on Other Contributions to maintain our school 
buildings and beautiful natural surrounds.  For example, our whole school swimming 

program and the maintenance of our pool is only possible due to the generous 
contributions of our parents. To make these payments, families must be registered with 

Compass. Emails were sent home to all parents and carers last term with clear 
instructions on how to set up Compass. As mentioned previously, Compass will be used 
this term to manage all payments. We will be launching all features of Compass to start 

the 2022 school year. If you are yet to set up your Compass account, please do so as 
soon as possible. If you need any help to do so, please call our wonderful 

administration team on 59892321. 

Unfortunately our building project was impacted by the restrictions and our 
site has remained empty for the past two weeks. The good news is that our 
roofing sheets will go on this week. This is an important milestone for our 

project. I will post pictures of this exciting stage on Classdojo. 
 

And finally this week, we are seeking volunteers to assist the Lions Club with 
parking at the Red Hill Market on Saturday the 4th of December. Each 

volunteer will raise much needed funds for our school. If you are willing and 
available, please email the school email account or call the school and we 

will pass your details on. 
 

Please have a wonderful week and keep an eye on your inbox for a number 
of important emails that will be heading your way shortly. 

 

Be kind, be grateful and be mindful!  - Gus Wettenhall  

 



 

 

  

 

 

             

Getting Ready for the Return! 

October is Mental Health Month and the 10th October is World Mental Health Day  

Good mental health is when we can cope with the 

stressors of our daily lives, participate in loving 

relationships, contribute to our community, and work 

towards our goals. Everyone has mental health. And we 

can all benefit from looking after our own mental health 

and the mental health of our communities. Here are 

some ideas for ways to reflect, have fun, and find 

connection through October. 

 

 
 

This year’s World Mental Health Day campaign is encouraging everyone to make a promise to “Look after your 

mental health, Australia.” 

It is a simple call to action for the one in five Australians affected by mental illness annually, and for the many 
more impacted by the current COVID-19 pandemic, and the increased uncertainty and anxiety that has ensued 

over the last eighteen months. 

Lookafteryourmentalhealthaustralia.org.au 

Mental Health Tips 

1. Stay Active- exercise increases wellbeing and helps reduce symptoms of common mental health concerns  

2. Eat Well - Eating nutritious food is beneficial to both your mental and physical health  

3. Connect With Others-  Where possible connect with others, share how you are feeling and invite others to share 

with you.  

4. Do Something You Enjoy Each Day- Do activities that make you feel physically and emotionally comfortable, happy 

even!   

5. Limit Media Consumption- Make sure what you are scrolling through is trustworthy and helpful- hopefully it can 

also make you smile and laugh 

6. Keep to a Routine - Keep to a regular routine, with exercise, sleep, daily work and chores, recreation and 

connecting with others. 

7. Get an Early Night- Prioritise this important part of the day for your wellbeing for the next day  

8. Be Kind to Yourself - this is an extremely challenging and uncertain time for all of us- make sure you are being as 

kind to yourself as you are being to others 

9. Maintain Perspective - Remind yourself of the things you are grateful for, and the skills you have learned. 

10. Seek Help- Should you need to talk with someone, try trusted friends, your family or your GP. There are many 

online resources available too.   

http://lookafteryourmentalhealthaustralia.org.au/
http://lookafteryourmentalhealthaustralia.org.au/


   

 

  

 Our Return to School   

Yes!  We are coming back to school! I am incredibly excited and cannot wait to see all the smiling faces. With 

the return to school, you may notice that there is a great amount of excitement, however mixed in with this, 

there may also be some anxiety or worry.  Following are a few suggestions that may help settle and reassure 

your child as they take this next brave step in our current climate. 

● Work together with your child/ren to organise their clothes, hat, shoes and socks the night before.  If 

convenient include getting lunches and drinks ready too, to make sure the morning is as stress free 

as possible.  
● Ensure a great and nutritious breakfast to begin the day, with a conversation about how great the day 

is going to be. It is a good time to reassure the child/ren that you will be there to meet them at the 

end of the school day.  With the restrictions and students attending on different days, your children 

may require some clear guidelines and explanations about this and be prepared for last minute 

nerves to take hold when your brave child is the first to attend.  Teachers will be on gates in the 

morning to help with these transitions.  

● Include extra fruit and vegetable snacks, it is incredible how hungry our learners become on their 

return- this was something that teachers really noticed last year.   

● Make sure your child knows the school drop-off arrangement and pick up/bus arrangements. This is 

also really important at our school to avoid bus issues at the end of the day. If your child needs to 

complete a bus note, they must do this during recess or lunch. 

● As we will begin in Term 4, please ensure your child is wearing sunscreen and has their hat. 
● The Invisible String is a lovely book about how we are all connected by love. Something that has 

reassured learners who are hesitant to leave you, may benefit from reading this book with you- you 

could then each have a special bracelet to remind you of each other.  

● Talk to your child’s classroom teacher or myself should you have any concerns about the return to 

school  

Our Community Cookbook! ALL THE BEST TAKE 2 
🌺💐✨🌼😁🌞🌷🌻🌼💐🌺🌈🌺💐✨🌼😁🌞 

I'm still really excited about this community event that I am hoping families will enjoy being a part of. 

 

🍧🧁🍦🍭🍬🍰🍩🍥🍕🍔🍟🌭🍿🥚🥓🥞🍞🥐🥨🥯🥖🧀🥗🥙🥪🌮🌯🥫🍖🍗🥩🍠🥟🥠🥡

🍱🍘🍙🍚🍛🍜🍣🍤🍢🥘🍲🍝🥣🥧🍡🍮🍯🥝🥥🥤🍎🍏🍐🍑🍒🍓🍅🍆🍇🍈🍉🍊🍋🍌 

 

We invite all families of our school community to submit a recipe for the cookbook. I have included a very basic 

outline of what you might like to include in your recipe submission- category, allergy advice, food preference 

type and you may- as is the way now, want to include a history or intro for your recipe. 

 

Feel free to include photos or drawings of the method, and please remember these will be available to our 

entire school community so consider your privacy requirements. 

The template can be found at- please download this! https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B42zUqK-

Pp_FphwR1mcUiPmO4XNCRQ00twhnCBBaDb8/edit 

 

The completed recipes can then be placed in the following folder:  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14dkv4sbpkThX3C_HqDa2JBK1BXe_zsX4?usp=sharing Or emailed to 

me at louise.kusel@education.vic.gov.au  

 

Any questions, please don't hesitate to email me or contact me via Class Dojo.  I am really looking forward to 

what we, as a community, can create.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rZNTFf35Aw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B42zUqK-Pp_FphwR1mcUiPmO4XNCRQ00twhnCBBaDb8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B42zUqK-Pp_FphwR1mcUiPmO4XNCRQ00twhnCBBaDb8/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14dkv4sbpkThX3C_HqDa2JBK1BXe_zsX4?usp=sharing
mailto:louise.kusel@edcuation.vic.gov.au


  

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you should require support, or you can recommend help for 

someone you know. The following list is from the Black Dog Institute.  This may be a good one to cut 

and keep or even pass on to friends.   

If you or your family are experiencing difficult circumstances or hardship and you would like to discuss 

how the school can help to support your children, please do not hesitate your classroom teacher or me 

on louise.kusel@education.vic.gov.au 

Until next time, take great care of yourself and your loved ones and in a world where you can anything, 

be kind!  

Louise Kusel – Acting Wellbeing Coordinator. 

    

 

 

mailto:louise.kusel@edcuation.vic.gov.au


 

 

Mrs Barnes’ Book Recommendation 

Everyone knows how much I love books and I get so excited about fantastic children’s literature. Each newsletter I will be 

sharing with our school community about a great read. This fortnight I got my hands on a beautiful picture story called ‘The 

Incredibly Busy Mind of Bowen Bartholomew Crisp’, written by Paul Russell and illustrated by Nicky Johnston. This beautiful 

story explores how everyone is unique and different people have different ways of looking at the world. Our Grade 2 students 

can look forward to seeing this book in their classroom libraries when we return to school! 

Most children would say that the ocean is blue, but when Bowen looks at it he sees 
white where the waves crash, deep black on the ocean floor, and green when there's 
a storm. He wonders whether fireflies are hot, and notices how the brushstrokes of a 
painting tell a story too. Bowen sees the world differently to other children and 
struggles to fit in. How will he find his place in the world? 
 
The Incredibly Busy Mind of Bowen Bartholomew Crisp follows the life of Bowen 
through school and beyond. At every stage, he finds that he doesn't fit in with his 
peers, but this eventually becomes his greatest strength. Through thinking differently, 
he is able to solve problems that no one else could. After all, just because something 
can't be mended the same as it was, why can't it be mended differently?” 

 
 



 



 

Welcome back everyone to 
term 4! 

It was great to see some faces 
at the holiday programs in Rye 
and Dromana. Hopefully we 
get to see more of you soon, we 
miss your smiling faces.  

For the first 3 weeks of term 4 
Molly will be acting 
coordinator while Mariah is on 
placement for her studies. We 
wish her best of luck and look 
forward to her returning soon 
starting week 4.  

During this term we will be 
starting to create and engage 
in Halloween. It is going to be 
a turned into a spooky and 
gooey place for you to come 
and play. Now that the sun is 
shining, we will also be able to 
go into the yards. Please 
remember your hats as we are 
now following the SunSmart 
policy. 

Just a reminder to use the QR 
code on entry or sign the sheet.  

 

Kind Regards 

Redhill Their Care 

Molly (Acting Coordinator) 

 

 



 

 



 



 


