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Thursday 15th February   

Grade 4—6 House Swimming 

Carnival, YAWA Aquatic Center 

 

Tuesday 20th February   

Grade 1 Mrs Sargood incursion 

 

Friday 1st March   

District Swimming  

 

Monday 4th March   

Preps commence full time 

  

Tuesday 5th March   

School Photos  

 

Monday 11th March  

Labour Day public holiday—

Student Free Day  

 

Tuesday 12th March   

Divisional Swimming  

 

Thursday 28th March  

Last day Term 1 

 

 
29th January – 28th March  

 

Tuesday 20th February  

 

 

Tuesday 19th March  

 

 

 

 

Dear families and friends, 

Welcome to the very first edition of the Red Hill Consolidated School newsletter for 2024. I encourage 

all families to read the newsletter together each fortnight to keep up to date with all of the exciting 

things happening at school. Also included in this newsletter is 

information on the different forms of communication we use 

at RHCS and the purpose of each.  

I hope that you all enjoyed the summer holidays with your 

little ones at home. From all reports, our students had a 

great time over the break, with many taking the opportunity 

to get away. Like many families, we stayed local for most of 

the summer and enjoyed the beautiful Mornington           

Peninsula.  

I would like to start this fortnight’s newsletter by welcoming 

everyone back and welcoming any new families to Red Hill. The year has started off smoothly and our 

students have already settled back in to the school routine. Our Prep students have been little legends 

during their first two weeks of primary school. Parents and carers of these students can be   incredibly 

proud of how well they have transitioned and adjusted to their new school.  

The start of the year is always more tiring for our students, especially our younger ones, and most    

require lots of additional rest while they get back into the swing of things. I know it’s often hard to avoid 

filling up the afternoons and weekends with extra-curricular activities and catch ups with friends/family, 

but please do your best to schedule in down time and establish early bedtimes. Our students really need 

this time to recharge, especially at the beginning (and end) of terms.  

New Staff  
As well as welcoming our new students and families, we have three amazing new staff members filling 

different roles that I would like to officially introduce. As announced in our newsletter last year, we are 

thrilled to welcome Mrs Sascha Wardlow as our Assistant Principal. Among other things, her role will be 

overseeing Student Health and Wellbeing at Red Hill. You may have already met or spoken on the 

phone to the newest member of our administration team, Mia Dellamarta. Mia is a great addition to 

this team. I’d also like to welcome Ms. Grace Adlam to Red Hill. Grace is teaching Grade 2 this year. 

Grace is doing a brilliant job with her class and I know her students are excited to have her as their 

teacher this year. And last, but certainly not least, welcome back to Ms. Nikki-Lea Diwell, who has     

returned to help us out this term in 

the Grade 3 team.   
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2024 Grade 6 School Leaders  

This year our school captains are Milla, Priya, Alex and Charlie. These students have     

developed and demonstrated exceptional leadership skills throughout their years at Red 

Hill and will be amazing role models and leaders this year. They have already been very 

busy, helping out around the school and assisting with assembly. All Grade 6  leaders will 

be introduced, and badges presented by our local member of parliament, Sam Groth at 

our assembly on Friday the 16th of February. All parents are very welcome to attend this 

special assembly and all other fortnightly assemblies. Our assemblies begin promptly at 

2:40pm every second Friday.  

 

Ewan McDonald Scholarship 

A big congratulations to Summer and Ellis in Grade 5, who were awarded the Ewan McDonald scholarship at our 

final assembly last year. This very special award goes to two Grade 4 students who display exceptional citizenship, 

leadership and empathy. A big thankyou to the McDonald family for providing this recognition and scholarship 

each year.  

2024 School Camp Dates  

After visiting all classrooms last week, it was clear that school camps are the most popular event that our students are looking forward to. 

And fair enough, I’m sure everyone has fond and lasting memories of camps. They provide opportunities to learn and try new things,    

develop independence and build relationships in a different setting. Please see the camps and dates relevant to your child and make sure 

these dates go into your diaries or onto your calendars. More information about camps will be sent home by your child’s teacher.  

 
As always, please keep an eye on the Important Dates tab in our newsletters and the Events page on our ClassDojo School Story.  

Facilities and Grounds 

If you’ve been up to school, you may have noticed that a few big jobs were ticked off over the holiday break. Several trees identified as 

dangerous in our recent audit were removed or pruned, and vegetation was cleared to prepare our school for the bushfire season. The 

driveway just below the prep classrooms, as well as our gymnasium driveway and Lower Sandy carpark were resurfaced. Our septic      

system pump was replaced and so were a number of fences around the school. If you’ve popped your head into a classroom, you may 

have also noticed that all lighting has now been replaced with LED. In addition to saving electricity, our rooms are now much brighter. 

We’re also awaiting a brand new pool cover, which will be arriving mid-February.       

Mobile Phone Policy 

A quick reminder for those families who choose to send a mobile phone to school with their child. If you deem this necessary, please be 

familiar with our school’s mobile phone policy, which is available on our website. Mobile phones must be turned off and securely stored in 

your child’s classroom between 9:00am and 3:30pm. Students must keep phones in their bags before and 

after school. This includes students travelling on a school bus. Any student with a smart watch must switch 

the device to school mode (or similar) during the school day. This policy is in place to ensure our students 

can spend their day at school learning and socialising without being distracted by their device. Please help 

us by reinforcing these expectations with your child at home.  

With Safer Internet Day taking place this week, it may be a time to revisit your household’s rules and       

expectations when it comes to technology. There are some great resources to help parents manage       

technology at home on the eSafety Commissioner’s website: https://www.esafety.gov.au/      

Year Level Camp Dates 

3 Golden Valley - Flinders 16th and 17th of September 

4 Camp Manyung – Mt Eliza 29th to the 31st of May 

5 Sovereign Hill - Ballarat 20th to the 22nd of November 

6 Surf Camp - Walkerville 9th to the 11th of September 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
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Traffic and Parking 

Unfortunately, our parking troubles didn’t miraculously vanish over the holidays despite this being number one on my Christmas list. I did 

want to begin the year by reminding everyone to please be patient and follow all road rules and parking signs around our school during 

peak times. Please refer to the map below, which was provided by the Shire, pointing out legal parking areas around our school. Please 

note that parents are NOT permitted to drop students off or pick them up from the staff car park. This space is reserved for our buses 

and staff cars only and becomes very dangerous during drop off and pick up times. We’ve already encountered a near miss in this car park 

to start the year. With limited parking available, we encourage families to consider car-pooling or walking from the Red Hill Recreation 

Reserve. Staff are on yard duty from 8:45am each morning and until 3:45pm every afternoon. This means that students can be dropped off 

and collected within this timeframe. There are often more parking options if you can drop off early or pick up late. And of course, the more 

students that use our bus services each day, the less congestion there is around our school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Learning Partnerships 

And finally this week, you may have noticed on ClassDojo that our Building Learning Partnerships evening will take place between 4 and 

6pm on Thursday the 22nd of February. This will be a great opportunity to meet and hear from your child’s teacher as well as enjoy a picnic 

on our oval. Staff will run information sessions for each year level throughout the evening, discussing many topics relevant to your child. 

More information including a timetable for year level presentations will be sent home soon.   

I hope that your year has started smoothly and I am looking forward to a fantastic 2024 with you all.  

Stay well and kind regards, 

Gus Wettenhall 

Principal 

Red Hill Consolidated School 

ADMIN ADVICE & REMINDERS 

Supervised yard times:  Our school yards are supervised between the hours of 8.45am and 3.45pm.  Children are not permitted on the 

school grounds before or after these times unsupervised.  We do offer before and afterschool care through Theircare for out of school 

supervised hours. Please click here for more information.  

Daily bus changes:  

Please be advised that any changes to daily bus travel is to be made by phoning the dedicated bus line 5989 2321 (option 1).  This can 

only be done on the day the changes are to occur and must be communicated before 2.30pm.  Please do not send emails regarding 

daily bus changes. Permanent changes must be phoned through to the office 5989 2321.  

Late arrivals: If your child arrives late to school they are required to make their way to the office to collect a late pass.   

Early Departures:  If you are collecting your child early from school, please come to the office first so that we can issue a departure 

pass and then make your way to your child’s classroom to collect your child.  

https://redhillcs.vic.edu.au/their-care/
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Curriculum Chat 

At the start of the school year, classroom teachers work collaboratively with their learners to       
establish classroom expectations and develop a positive classroom culture. Part of this involves 
setting up a range of routines.  These range from routines for entering and exiting the classroom to 
ones that outline how Number Talks run. 
 
At home parents are also probably re-establishing school routines, including bedtime routines and 
drop off routines. One of the most important routines to re-establish at the start of the year is a   
regular reading routine. For me, the routine for listening to home readers used to involve listening 

to reading as I cooked dinner. Both kids would sit at the counter and take it in turns to read me their book. We had another 
reading routine for bedtime where Dave, my husband, and I would take turns reading a novel to our children before bed.  
 
Reading has always been an important skill but in our modern world it is 
more important than ever. Parents and carers play a very important role 
as children learn about the importance of reading as they watch family 
members use reading and writing for everyday purposes. Your children 
see you reading and writing in everyday life – reading for pleasure,  
sharing a story with your child, using a recipe, making a shopping list, 
writing a birthday card or reading street signs. This teaches them that 
reading and writing are useful skills in today’s world.  
 
What you can do at home to help  
• Be yourself. Involve children in everyday conversations.  
• Read aloud to children. It helps them to learn the language of books and will encourage them to enjoy books and    
reading.  
• Talk about books, read together and make reading an enjoyable, shared activity.  
• Make sure there is a wide range of reading material for your child at home, both fiction and non-fiction.  
• Try not to let television intrude on reading time. Make a special time for reading with your child, away from interruption.  
• Listen to your child read every day, even for a short time and no matter what age they are. Learners of all ages benefit 
from reading aloud.  
• Give books as treats and presents.  
 
Hints for listening to your child read 
• Before reading, talk about the cover, the title, the pictures, and discuss what the book may be about.  
• During reading, discuss what has been read up to that point, and imagine what will happen next time.  
• After reading is finished, talk and ask questions about the story and the pictures.  
• When reading a harder book together, take turns. Beginning readers can read the repetitive parts and more experienced 
readers can read a paragraph or a page.  
• On finding an unknown word:  

Pause to give your child time to work out the word.  
Prompt - go back to the beginning of the sentence or read past the difficult 

   word to the end of the sentence. 
-look for a clue in the picture or the words  
– look at the first letter and think about what the words could be  
– ask “Does this make sense?”  
– try to sound out the word  
– if necessary, tell your child the word.  

Praise your child for trying even if mistakes are made.  
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What to read and do 
• Tell and re-tell stories of all kinds including favourite stories, fairy tales, movie plots, local news items and family history.   
• Play games such as “I spy... something beginning with d”.  
• Ask your child to read out simple recipes while you cook together.  
• Read comics, magazines, short stories, poems and rhymes, including nursery rhymes.  
• Do crosswords & other word puzzles together.  
• Read the description of a show before watching a program.  
• Look at letterbox leaflets (or Book Club catalogues) together.  
• Read directions and signs when driving and shopping.  
• Read and write notes and letters to family members.  
• Play board games together and read the rules.  
• Provide plastic letters, crayons, pencils, pens and writing paper.  
 
And do remember...  
• Discuss the meaning of stories and words.  
• Encourage your child to read anywhere and at any time.  
• Let your child see you enjoy reading.  
• Visit and use a library near you. Borrow books for yourself as well as your child.  
• Talk to your child’s classroom teacher for further help and advice.  
• Enjoy reading – it should be fun.  
 

Scholastic Book Club 
RHCS is participating in Scholastic Book Club again this year and this is 
a great way to get children excited about reading. Twice a term your 
child will bring home a Club catalogue with a different selection of 
books offered for all ages. The first catalogue was sent home last 
week, and I know that many students have enjoyed looking through 
them already!  
 
You’ll find award-winning books and bestsellers, as well as old and 
new favourites. I recommend them because the books span a wide 

range of children’s reading levels and interests and because they are inexpensive (some books cost as little as $2).  
 
 
 
It is easy to order. The Book Club LOOP platform for parents allows you to 
pay by credit card. Your child’s order is submitted, and the books will be 
delivered to class. You can place your child’s order at scholastic.com.au/
LOOP or using the LOOP app, which can be downloaded from the App 
Store or Google Play.  
 
Happy reading!  
Jo Barnes  
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Hello RHCS Community, 

I am thrilled to join Red Hill Consolidated School as the new Assistant Principal, focusing on Student Health and 

Wellbeing. With 25 years of experience in education, including teaching in classrooms from Prep to Year 6 and 

holding various leadership roles, I am excited to bring my passion for student welfare to Red Hill.  

Since starting at Red Hill, I have been working hard to learn the names of students and staff and to make 

meaningful connections within the school community. The staff and students have been so welcoming and 

have helped me very much. My office space and wellbeing room are conveniently located near the front office 

entrance, ensuring easy access for anyone who needs my support. 

I have been actively encouraging open communication between students and their teachers, 

and it's been wonderful to see children feeling comfortable speaking with their teachers 

when needed. This approach has helped create a supportive environment where students' 

needs can be addressed promptly. Then if extra support is required the classroom teacher 

will make contact with myself. 

During recess and lunchtimes, I have been present in the yard, observing positive             

interactions and engaging with students. I am particularly impressed by the Year 5 students' 

involvement in the ‘Play’ program for the Prep students, as they have shown patience and 

kindness while providing a variety of activities for the younger students to keep them busy 

and have fun. 

As a fun fact, I attended RHCS during my primary school days, so returning to this community feels like coming home in many ways. 

I am looking forward to meeting each and every one of you and am excited about the positive impact I hope to have on the Red Hill         
community. I am eager to work together with all of you to ensure the wellbeing and safety of our students. My email is: 
Sascha.Wardlaw@education.vic.gov.au 
State Schools’ Relief: Do you need assistance? Please let me know if you require support with uniforms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warm regards, 

Sascha Wardlaw 

Assistant Principal 

Red Hill Consolidated School 

  
  
 

 
 

mailto:Sascha.Wardlaw@education.vic.gov.au
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2024 CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND  
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world 
works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are part of a healthy curriculum.  
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.  
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also 
exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 
activities for the benefit of your child.  

Camps, Sports and Excursions fund eligibility 

Below are the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). 
 

Criteria 1 – Eligibility 
To be eligible* for the fund, a mature minor of sixteen years of age or over, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered 

Government or non-government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

• on the first day of Term one, or; 

• on the first day of Term two. 

Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be 

an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR 

Be a temporary foster parent, and; 

Submit an application to the school by the due date. 

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF): Eligibility | edu-

cation.vic.gov.au 

Mature minors or parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, 

are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above. 

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria 
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and seventeen years of age inclusive. 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or secondary school. Typically, these 

students are aged between five and eighteen years inclusive. 
 

CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooling, or TAFE. 
 

Eligibility Date 

For concession card holders, CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being successfully validated with Centrelink 

on 29 January 2024 and/or 15 April 2024. 

Payment amounts 

CSEF payment amount 

The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the benefit of the eligible student. 

• Primary school student rate: $150.00 per year. 

• Secondary school student rate: $250.00 per year. 

The CSEF is paid directly the school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or excursion costs for your child. 

For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see: Camps, Sports and Excursions 

Fund (CSEF): Payment amounts | education.vic.gov.au 

Foundation and Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Schools are required to 

make applications on behalf of parents, so please register your interest at the school.  

CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years. 

HOW TO APPLY  
Today your child will receive an application form. If you applied for CSEF at Red Hill Consolidated School in 2023, you do not need to complete an ap-
plication form in 2024 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.  
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:  

new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools in 2024 or you did not apply in 2023.  
changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 
2024.  

Application forms must be returned to the school office by Thursday 29th February 2024.  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/eligibility#Special%20Consideration
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/eligibility#Special%20Consideration
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/payment-amounts
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/payment-amounts
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Welcome back to Term 1 ! 

A new year brings lots of new families and faces 

to the school community along with a great oppor-

tunity to encourage and invite parents, friends and 

family to support your school by downloading the 

APP & nominating you as their chosen beneficiary.  

  
  
  
  
Please see attached some new marketing material for you to share with your support base. In your communication to your 
supporters could you please refer to the Ritchies name as RITCHIES IGA and not use IGA as there are hundreds of other IGA 
stores. Ritchies are the only IGA stores that run the Ritchies Card Program. 
  
If you are going to promote through social media or newsletter please use the attached Ritchies logo or these 
hashtags,  #RitchiesCard #RitchiesSupermarkets 
  
  
  

•             You can print out the attached poster to display in a prominent position for everyone to see. 
  
•             The Ritchies App information flyer can be shared at special events, information nights, etc.  Flyers are availa-
ble in store for collection. 
  
•             Your organisation will receive 0.5%* of the customer’s spend, so encourage your members to get the new 
App or Card straight away.  It’s quick, simple and easy to: Download, Register and Activate. 

*T&C’s apply see https://www.ritchies.com.au/ritchiescardterms 
  

        The QR code provides a direct link to the Ritchies Card app, to share with your members and supporters. 
  

         A store listing is included so you can share with others where our stores are located. 
  
Remember, to qualify for a payment, $2000 must be spent in one month between all customers who nominate the organisa-
tion, (excluding tobacco, gift cards, and phone recharges). The minimum payment is $10, and there is no maximum, so the 
more people who nominate your organisation the better.  
Once supporters have chosen the organisation they can shop at ANY Ritchies supermarket or liquor store throughout Vic, Nsw 
or Qld and the benefit will still come back to you. 
  
Any queries please don’t hesitate to ask. 
  
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ritchies.com.au%2Fritchiescardterms&data=05%7C02%7CNicole.Santos%40education.vic.gov.au%7C506f97b0973e4d224eaa08dc213ade52%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638421784025506500%7C
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